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superficial/, the whole leg and foot were much swollen and annsarcous, the 
toes merely protruding from a shapeless mass of flesh closely resembling the 
foot of a young elephant An ichorous discharge of a horribly offensive 
character, together with filthy dressings, augmented the destruction of the 
surrounding parts. 

The advice of an eminent surgeon had been secured a few weeks previ¬ 
ously, to the efTect that but one alternative remained, amputation; and 
indeed all appearances favoured such a decision. Proper abstinence, tinc¬ 
ture of iron and good diet were directed. The local use of a strong solu¬ 
tion of the permanganate of potash and judicious bandaging have already 
done so much for this case that, at the date of writing, the tenth applica¬ 
tion of the potash, six square inches, will more than cover the small 
amount of ulceration remaining, so rapid have been the healing process and 
the formation of firm healthy tissue; and, in a few days more, we can con¬ 
fidently prognosticate a complete cure. 


Art. Till .—Bromide of Potassium in Epilepsy. 

By Horace Y. Evans, M. D. 

It is a matter of surprise that the bromides of potassium and ammo¬ 
nium have not come into more general use in the profession. 

Dr. Hammond’s little book awakened some of us to a realization of the 
fact that insomnia could be successfully treated without the use of opium; 
and further, that in many cases of wakefulness it was positively contra¬ 
indicated ; yet how very few think of using the bromide of potassium in this 
affection. 

Sir Charles Locock made public, years ago, his successful use of this 
remedy in hysteria; yet the old and offensive drugs are to this day used 
nine times where the more agreeable and effectual bromides are used once. 

Delirium tremens can be throttled at its very outsturt by this medicine, 
yet how rarely does a case in private practice escape the routine of opium, 
alcohol, blisters, digitalis, lupulin, and capsicum. In no disease have their 
beneficent effects been more marked than in epilepsy. 

I propose, therefore, relating the three following cases of this disease out 
of eight within my knowledge, treated with the bromides. 

Case I. Farmer, set 30, living in a miasmatic region. Enjoyed perfect 
health until attacked with ague; was treated with quinia, and the chills 
checked. Then followed convulsions, which at first resembled, as far as the 
pulse was concerned, apoplexy, but soon became clearly epileptic. The at¬ 
tacks returned at irregular intervals of from seven to ten days. He had 
been carefully treated with remedies such as the symptoms from time to 
time indicated. When he came under my care he was using 'tonics and 
alteratives, and ice-bag to the spine. His pulse was 98, full and strong, 
tongue furred, bowels sluggish, disgust for food, very restless, severe head- 
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nclic, and marked mental confusion. I continued the ice-bag to his spine half 
hour daily, ordered saline purge every day, and farinaceous diet He was 
very soon visited by another convulsion which left him in a dull melancholy 
condition, severe headache and insomnia, but no paralysis; commenced nest 
day with the bromide of potassium, gr. xv, three times a day; continued 
the saline mixture, ice-bag, nnd restricted diet. An improvement in all the 
symptoms commenced within twelve hours, nnd at the expiration of four 
weeks the patient was apparently well; there was no return or tendency to 
return of the convulsion. All treatment was then omitted, nnd at the ex¬ 
piration of seven weeks from the commencement of the treatment, consider¬ 
ing himself well, he returned to the nse of animal food, which was followed 
within ten hours by the most severe epileptic (it of any that he had had, and 
tw o days later by another, lie then returned to the city and was again put 
upon the use of the bromide and the ice-bag. As at first, the improvement 
was rapid, and at the expiration of a fortnight, without my consent, omitted 
all treatment. He returned to the country, used promiscuous diet, and has 
now passed through the fever season of the locality without ague or convul¬ 
sions. Says he was never in better health than at present 


Case II. G. JI——, a young man 21 years of age, apparently in a good 
physical condition, has had epileptic convulsions for the past fifteen years 
and at the time of commencing his treatment (March, 18GC) he was having’ 
on an average, three attacks a day. He was ordered a saline purge twice 
a week, ice-bag to spine one hour daily; bromide of potassium, gr. xx 
three times a day, nnd total abstinence from animal food. The interruption 
in the attacks was immediate; he continued without even an “aura,” or 
nny other evidence of the presence of the disease for nine consecutive 
weeks. 


The peculiar effects of the bromine, named by Bnzire bromism, having now 
become developed the drug was omitted for two days, Huxhara’s tincture of 
bark, and a more liberal diet substituted. Before the end of the second day, a 
severe convulsion returned, nnd was followed by numerous aura epileptica or 
minor ‘‘spells.” The bromide was immediately-resumed nnd its use con¬ 
tinued for three weeks without a return of the disease. The increased flow 
of saliva, sore throat, and restlessness, again gave premonitions of the rc- 
turn of bromism. The dose was now reduced to gr. x, ter die. Again 
the lurking foe took advantage of the truce and made several sorties which 
were repulsed by the bromide of ammonium, with the iodide of potassium 
as an ally. Another month now elapsed without an attack, but the com¬ 
bination lust used became so offensive to him that it had to be omitted, and 
the bromide of potassium resumed in gr. xx doses, which is now (November) 
being used with results beyond the most sanguine anticipations. 


Case III. Mrs. S. B-, ret. 28, the mother of two children. Insanity 

and epilepsy in her family. After a serious family trouble, was attacked 
with convulsions at intervals of a fortnight. The disease was diugnosed 
hysterical epilepsy, chiefly on account of the long duration of the convul- 
sion. The usual treatment for hysteria scarcely palliated the insomnia and 
almost delirium during the intervals. Having seen an account of Locock’s 
treatment of this disease with the bromide of potassium, I was induced to 
give it a trial. She commenced with gr. xx doses three times a day, and 
an additional dose at night if necessary to produce sleep. Within a week 
every vestige of the disease had vanished. The medicine was continued in 
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reduced doses for a month, after which it was entirely omitted. Four 
months have since passed without a symptom of hysteria or epilepsy, not¬ 
withstanding the continuance and actual increase of her family troubles. 

I have in my possession notes of other and aggravated cases of this disease 
which have beeu so far interrupted and modiGcd by this treatment that the 
patients have been enabled to commence life almost anew. The three just 
given are the forms with which we most frequently meet, and therefore 
cover the whole ground; namely, first, those having an apparent or known 
cause; secondly, congenital; and lastly, hysterical. The first and third, we 
have every reason to believe, are cured. The secoud is so far palliated as 
to give periods of entire exemption ranging from three to four months. 
The modus operandi of this drug has never been satisfactorily explained. 
The authorities tell us that it has alterative, resolvent, and sedative effects 
upon the nervous system. 

Looking as we do upon the convulsion as a symptom of the disease, and 
that the disease consists of an irritated and congested condition of the 
brain, medulla oblongata, or spine, then the ice-bag comes in os an im¬ 
portant auxiliary in producing sedation—though in numerous cases the 
drug has performed the whole work single handed. It seems to me that 
the Geld of usefulness for this medicine is very extensive. It dispels a large 
proportion of the aches and pains met with in women. Neuralgia, refusing 
subservience to all other treatment, has yielded to this. So also with 
chorea, headache, and the forming stage of delirium tremens. It palliates 
the paroxysms of pertussis. Dr. M. A. Withers, of Pottstown, related to 
me a case under his care, of melancholy, culminating at times iu insanity, 
which has been so far improved by the use of large doses of this medicine 
as to give strong hopes of eventual recovery. 


Art. IX.— On some of the Causes which render the Air in Surgical Wards 
Impure, with a Description of a Portable Ward Apparatus for Supply¬ 
ing Flowing Water, and all the Materials used in Dressing Wounds. 
By Thomas G. Morton, M. D., one of the Attending Surgeons of the 
Pennsylvania Ilospital, and one of the Surgeons of the Wills’ Hospital 
for Diseases of the Eye, Philadelphia. (With a wood-cut) 

The object of this communication is to point out some of the causes 
which render the air in surgical wards impure, the means of obviating them, 
and to offer an improved and more rational method of cleansing wouuds. 

The occurrence of erysipelas and pymmia, and sloughing in wounds, at 
times, in hospitals, calls for such investigations, and also for the removal of 



